
Fall 2015

Friends gearing up 
for Jingle Bell Classic 

By Cheryl Beckert 
  

 The 2015 Jingle Bell Classic on Dec. 12 will offer 10k and 5k races 
as well as a 1 mile jog or walk with your dog. There will be activities for 
young children in the park while the races and jog/walk are going on.   
 Runners can register at active.com  and the 10k and 5k races will 
be chipped timed.  All pre-registered runners will receive a T-Shirt. 

Cost 
 The cost to enter the 10k race is $30; 5k $25; and 1 mile dog jog 
or walk $20, if entered by Nov. 30. If entering two events, the cost is $40,  
and for three events, it is $50. 
 The pre-race packet can be picked up at the  Winter Haven Public 
Library, 325 Avenue A NW, on Dec 10, 11, and beginning at 6 a.m. on the 
day of the race. 
 Awards will be presented to 10k and 5k participants for Overall 
Male and Female; Overall Male and Female Masters; Overall Male and 
Female Grandmasters; and top three in each Age Group Male and 
Female. 
 The10k race begins at 7:00 a.m.; 5k race begins at 8:30 a.m.; and 1 mile dog jog or walk at 9:30 
a.m. 

Above, Legoland’s 
Santa was around to 
cheer on racers at the 
2014 Jingle Bell 
Classic.  

At left, participants 
start out on the 10K 
run, which was held 
Dec. 13, 2014.

http://active.com/


From 
our  
President: 

By Dick Madaus 
President, FOL Board 

 My term as president of the 
Friends of the Winter Haven Public 
Library Board has come to an end, 
and I want to thank all of you for 
the privilege of serving the Friends 
in this capacity for the last several 
years. I have enjoyed my time as 
your president and have come to 
appreciate the time and effort that 
all of you have put in to make the 
Friends and the Winter Haven 
Public Library so successful. 

SEED Lab 
  
 During the last several 
years we have accomplished much, 
including funding of the SEED lab, 
thanks to Elaine Zaborowski’s 
bequests. In May of this year, the 
Friends received an award 
recognizing our SEED lab. It was  
for Special projects, from the 
Florida Library Association. The 
Friends were also recognized by 
Polk County by receiving one of the  
Livable Polk Awards for 2014. All 
of the applications for these awards 
were prepared by Alex Lane, who 
has done a great job for the Friends. 
Thank you Alex. 

 Chief Librarian Jane Martin 
and her staff are a great group of 
librarians and are doing a wonderful 
job with their programs. All of the 

staff have been very helpful and 
willing to assist with any endeavor 
that the Friends have undertaken. 

 If you have not taken 
advantage of the computer courses 
that are offered in the SEED 
laboratory, I would encourage you 
to do so as they are excellent and 
well run.  

 Many of you may not know 
that Jane, Kristen Barnes and the IT 
group with the City were invited to 
make presentations to the 
International meeting of the 
American Library Association in 
San Francisco this past June. They 
demonstrated the drone program 
and the SEED lab. The trips were  
partially funded by the Friends, and 
we are proud of their work and this 
recognition.  

New executive 
  
 On October 8, four new 
board members were elected, and 
Trent Rowe was elected the new 
president of the board. I know they 
will continue the fine work of the 
Friends. They will need the help of 
all of the membership to continue to 
support the Winter Haven Library.  

 Thank you again for the 
honor of serving as the president of 
the board of Friends of the Winter 
Haven Public Library and for all of 
your support.

New President 
  
 I’m Trent Rowe, and I’d like 
to thank the members of the Friends 
of the Winter Haven Public Library 
for electing me President. 
 Outgoing President Dick 
Madaus will still be a vital part of the 
Board, sharing his expertise with the 
new guy on the block. 

 The function of the Friends of 
the Winter Haven Public Library — 
let’s just say The Friends — is to 
support the library so that it can be an 
even bigger part of our community. 

 There is so much more than 
books across the hall from the 
Bookstore. You can learn to use a 
Mac or PC computer, fly a drone, 
borrow an iPad, and read magazines 
in the library or on line. 
 The Friends want to help your 
librarians expand services with the 
things you need and want. We want to 
make the walls figuratively bulge 
with fun and literacy. 
 As President, I will try to 
make this happen. 
 If you have an idea to share, 
drop me an email at 
TRbookstore@yahoo.com. I’ll get 
back to you. 

Trent Rowe 
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Angel Care  
Project Love: 

 As part of Outreach for The Friends, 
Judy Dugas, above, displays some of the 
back-to-school supplies that our 
organization has donated to Angel Care 
Project Love. 
 With Kathy Slappey, committee 
chairman, The Friends have provided 720 
books, small personal items, and school 
supplies to the charity, which helps needy 
families who go to Angel Care in Eloise. 
Judy and Kathy make The Friends’ dollars 
go far. 
 The Angel Care Center is run under 
the auspices of St. John’s Methodist Church 
in Winter Haven.

Meet Your Board: 

Liz Smith, 
Secretary 

I was born in New 
York City and, like 
most people from 
New York, will 

always consider myself to be a New Yorker.  
     In 1965, I left New York and moved to Florida. 
During my 50 years in Florida, I've lived in a variety 
of locations, ranging from Miami to Ocala. Twelve 
years ago I landed in Winter Haven. Along the way I 
sampled various occupations.  
 While I was in Miami, I worked for the water 
department  turning off water for non-payment.  
Although driving all over Miami turning off water 
was lots of  fun, I decided to move on. So I got a job 
with a little company called Xerox. While driving the 
streets of Miami and fixing copiers sounds like lots 
of fun, too, after 13 years I decided to move on and 
went to nursing school.  
 I worked at various nursing jobs in Miami, 
Ocala and finally Winter Haven. My last position as 
an RN was with Bay Care, driving the streets of Polk 
County attempting to repair humans.   
     Now that I am retired, I divide my time between 
the Homeowner’s Association where I live, travel, 
FOL, and family.  

How
low can
we go?

It’s hard to beat the prices in the Friends 
of the Library bookstore.  
 You start with the carts outside in 
the hall, where you can buy a hardback 
book for $1 and get another one free. 
That’s 50-cents each.  
 They are not new, but if you 
haven’t read it, it’s new to you. The other 
outside cart has books for $2, BOGO. 

Inside you find hardback mysteries and 
fiction that are a few years old for about 
$3. There is a whole wall of 
those.Paperback mysteries and romances 
run three for $1 or four for $1. 
Occasionally we have a bag of 10 
romances for the grand sum of $1. 
 And if we have a lot of 
something, it’s half price.



Book Review Series:
Oct. 21: Naked, Drunk and 
Writing, by Adair Lara. Reviewed 
by Jean Reynolds, Polk State 
College professor emeritus. 

Nov. 18: Quiet: The Power of 
Introverts in a World That Can’t 
Stop Talking, by Susan Cain. 
Panel discussion with Shirley 
Curtis Ference, retired professor of 
English from Polk State College, 
and Chuck Warren, director of the 
Sage-ing program, and others. 

Also: Jan. 20, The Blue Zones 
Solution, by Dan Buttoner; and 
Feb. 17, The Road to Character, 
by David Brooks.

Know Your Roots Series: 
 Florida, the third state to secede from the 
Union, played a strategic role in the Civil War. 
 Eliot Kleinberg of South Florida, who has 
spent nearly four decades as a reporter, and who 
has written 10 books focusing on Florida, will 
speak about our state’s role in the Civil War on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, from noon-1 p.m. 
 Register beginning Nov. 5 at 
 https://whplprograms.eventbrite.com
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