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Bookstore expands its walls
By Carol Corley
We are the only game in town.
And now the Friends of the Winter Haven
Public Library Bookstore has a national, even
world, presence.
Our goal is to make money to buy things
for the library that the city budget doesn’t cover.
Nice things, like lots of books for children, some
for adults, Overdrive books for those who like to
read electronically. We put on lunch-hour book
reviews and hold Florida heritage seminars.
All the books we sell are donated to us by
people who also want to help the library. All this
is what we do with the $1 or $2 we get from the
books you buy at our charming store by the
library and Richard’s Fine Coffees downtown.

Amazon
To expand on what we are doing, the
FOL board has decided to team up with Amazon
to make books available to Amazon customers
throughout the United States and around the
world.
We took this step, as a trial, because we
often receive amazing books that have a very
small potential interest group — textbooks, for
example. Because they take up valuable space
in our little bookstore, we mark them down to a
small fraction of what they are truly worth, and
even then, they are difficult to move.
Then comes Amazon, with its huge
customer base. We have sold books for $98 on
Amazon that we might have sold for 50-cents to
$1 in our little store.

In fact,
in the first two
months of
having our
Amazon
presence, we
have made an
additional $740
in profit on
books that we
would have
had a difficult
time selling.
You
can find our
Amazon store
at:
http://whpl.mywinterhaven.com/FOLAmazon.htm
We don’t get all the money — as in any
commercial venture, Amazon is in it to make a
profit, and they take a hefty cut. Also, we have a
book handler who goes through all the donated
books, with a device that tells him the value of
each book. He does all the work, mails books to
Amazon, and he takes a cut. And Amazon
customers like us — we have a 5-star rating.
Our Amazon store is a work in progress.
But don’t worry. We plan to still keep the best
books for our Winter Haven bookstore customers
— all the nice hardback and paperback books
that our clients enjoy.
[Above, president Trent Rowe and pricer Susan
Burch sort books for our shelves.]

Being behind the times scores big wins
By Trent Rowe
It helps to be a bit behind
the times.
That ancient VCR player
hooked up to the old TV in the
back room hasn’t been used in
ages. You can’t even find the
tapes for it.
Well, the Friends of The
Winter Haven Public Library
can help solve that problem for
a quarter. 25 cents. The fourth
part of a dollar.

People bring us tapes they
don’t want. Sometimes we get
boxes of them. Other days we
get only a couple.
“I remember this. I liked it
when I saw it first. It’s just the
kind of movie you can’t hardly
find any more and my
grandchildren should see it.”
Gazing over the selection
recently, there was a Gene
Autry western … complete
with vocals. John Wayne and

From Our
President:
By Trent Rowe
If you were out of state or at the beach for
two days recently, you missed spring.
That’s when the leaves clothe bare naked
trees with nature’s green modesty, and the
roads get, almost, back to normal. In Winter
Haven lately, “normal” means congested …
even without Snowbirds.
And speaking of Snowbirds, with fewer of
them, that leaves more gently read books for
permanent residents.

Maureen O’Hara were sniping
at each other in The Quiet
Man. You can be almost
certain to find Sleepless in
Seattle and Forrest Gump.
If they are not all snatched
up, you can usually find a few
Disney gems to keep the
young ones occupied when it’s
too darn hot for them to play
outside.
Or it’s raining and you can’t
cut the grass anyway.

Many days we have more than we can show
off. Thank goodness for the back room.
Because the clerks are all volunteers and the
books and movies are all donations, we
probably won’t know if a particular book you’re
looking for is on a shelf.
Here’s where our card system comes in. Ask
a volunteer for a blank card and you can write
down your name, phone number, as well as the
title of a book or books you would like to have. If
it turns up, someone will call you.
Because advertising is expensive, Friends of
the Winter Haven Public Library doesn’t have
horns to blow to let people know about our
store.
If you like us, tell your friends what a great
recipe you got in a book that cost only $2.

Board Member and Treasurer Janis Koike
Janis Koike grew up in the Midwest – High
School in Kansas City, MO, and college in
Indiana and Illinois. She won a Fulbright Grant
to study in Spain and spent five years in
Barceola.
After four-year stints in New York City and
Los Angeles, she landed in Winter Haven, FL, in
1979, with her husband, Matt, and two small
children.
Along the way, Janis began her career
teaching Spanish to English speakers and English
to “others.” She worked through the naming
cycle (EFL – English as a Foreign Language;
ESL – English as a Second Language; ESOL –
English to Speakers of Other Languages) until
she met and fell in love with computers while
working at Polk Community College.

Retirement

In 1984, Janis left PCC to take a position in
Information Technology at Mosaic, progressing
from code development to business analysis and
management. She retired from the Mosaic
Company in 2013.
Retirement offered the opportunity to do
something different – and Janis found a place in
two institutions: Friends of the Winter Haven
Library and the Guardian ad Litem program.
Both provided an opportunity to serve people –
with additional benefits – reconnecting with early
friends in Winter Haven and meeting many new
people who were also serving their community.

Janis was asked early on to chair the FOL
Sweetheart Magazine Drive. That led to an
appointment as Assistant Treasurer and soon after
to the position of Treasurer.
She has enjoyed all aspects of her volunteer
work and looks forward to expanding the scope
of the Friends organization to serve the needs of a
Public Library, especially as these institutions
move into a modern world of electronic media
and community meeting centers.

Pricers are among those who do the greatest amount of work at our Bookstore. At a recent
planning meeting are, from left, Susan Burch, Claudia Sammons, Ruth Dunham, Kathy
Slappey, Judy Dugas, Rosie Ragsdale, Sheila Leavey, Trent Rowe, and Ginny Bishop.

Must Love Books

Ginny, who is just 9 months old, is
one of the regular volunteers at the
FOL Bookstore. She is in training
with Laura Lawson to be a service
dog.

Friends of the Winter Haven Public Library is holding its annual
membership drive.
All the money we raise in membership fees and at the
bookstore goes to support our library. It also gets you a copy of the
BookMark four times a year.
The cost to be a member is $5 for students and seniors, $10
standard. Drop in to the Bookstore for the form.
Some members enjoy being involved, and we have lots of
volunteer opportunities. Others just want to support the library
through their membership fee. All are welcome.

