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Jingle Bell Classic 2015
By Cheryl Beckert
The Jingle Bell Classic Run to benefit the
Winter Haven Children’s Library was held on
Saturday, Dec. 12, 2015. It is sponsored by Friends
of the Winter Haven Public Library.
Race director Julie Sands said it was a
beautiful December morning with bright blue skies,
a slight coolness in the air — just a perfect day for
runners.
The event had 265 registered participants
competing in the three races — 10K, 5K, and 1 mile
walk-jog with your dog.
Jingle Bells and Christmas costumes
adorned the runners as they made their way
through the streets of downtown Winter Haven and
out over the trail. Sponsors treated the participants
to water, bananas, bagels from Richard’s Fine
Coffees, and orange juice from Florida’s Natural.
Gessler Clinic provided drawstring bags with hand

sanitizer and hot/cold packs to soothe the aching
muscles of the runners.
A big “thank you” to our sponsors, especially
Low Payment Kings, which provided the “Reindeer”
Fiat and awards for the runners.
The event would not have been a success
without the many volunteers who graciously gave of
their time. Volunteering for the event, in addition to
FOL members, were members of the Woman’s Club
of Winter Haven, La Sertoma Club, Boy Scout Troop
565 of Hope Presbyterian Church, and the youth
group SWAT from Calvary Baptist Church. Dan
Rooney on his bike led the race, as he has done for
the past nearly 20 years.
With the wonderful support from our
sponsors, volunteers, and the community, the race
is set to raise more than $10,000 for the Children’s
Library. We look forward to seeing everyone again
in 2016 when the race will be held Dec. 10.

Friends of the Library
thanks its Jingle Bell
Classic sponsors:
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President:

Low Payment Kings — Chrysler, Jeep,
Dodge, Fiat

By Trent Rowe
Being president of the Friends of The Winter Haven
Public Library is fun.
People ask me questions and I have to invent
answers that make sense.
I go around town handing out business cards that
promise a free paperback just for coming in.
It’s odd, and probably the Internet is to blame, but the
Friends’ bookstore is the only game in town.
Our other downtown used bookstore folded a few
months ago.
Big box stores have a few books. Supermarkets often
have a box or two on sale. You can even get new books
at Dollar Tree.
But nowhere can you get the variety that we offer in
one place.
Any books that go out our door came in as gifts.
That’s the way the store works. It’s volunteer labor and
volunteer donations.
Sometimes we have a lot of one subject. and you can
get a real deal on, for instance, history or cookbooks or
biography. Other days we’re hard pressed to keep up
with demand. If you are looking for a home for westerns
we have a shelf just waiting for them.
Tell your friends we are here. And tell them that any
books donated make money that ends up in the library
across the hall as a book or movie or chair.
That’s what Friends are for.

Gold Sponsors:
Platinum Bank
Gessler Clinic
Legoland Florida Resorts
Public Super Market Charities
Polk Periodontics
Florida’s Natural
Cheryl Beckert, Agent — State Farm
Richard’s Fine Coffees
The Extra Closet
Arrington’s Body Shop
CenterState Bank
Silver Sponsors:
Empire Imported Parts & Accessories, Inc.
Winter Haven Elks Lodge #1672
Pengeo, Inc.
Veterinary Healthcare Associates
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Raley Groves
Wheeler Farms, Inc.
George Butz, III, DDS, PA
Stephen F. Baker, Esquire
Robert O. Sammons, Esquire
Babcock Home Furniture & More, Eagle Lake
Store
Six/Ten LLC
Allan L. Casey, Attorney at Law
Citizens Bank & Trust
Kiwanis Club of Winter Haven
Tony Locascio, CFP
Bright Smiles of Winter Haven
Tom & Anne Wood
Barton Commercial Park
David Frederick

Sweethearts appreciated
The Winter Haven Public Library, and Friends, really
appreciate our Sweethearts — those special donors who make it
possible for the library to have magazines, both in the library and
on line. The Friends Magazine Drive begins on Valentine’s Day,
Feb. 14th. But you are welcome to donate any time. Either come to
the library, or donate on line at http://sweetheartdrive.causevox.com
And know that your gift makes a big difference.

Meet Your Board

Current members of the FOL board are, seated, from left, Janis Koike, treasurer, Trent Rowe, president,
and Liz Smith, secretary. Standing are, from left, Doice J. Osborne, Sheila Leavey, Claudia Rodgers,
Karen White, Sandra Mahan, Jane McGinis, Ruth Dunham, Jim Jones, Judy Dugas, Francis HowellColeman, Barbara Williams. Not present are Carol Corley (photographer), Robert Berry, Cheryl Beckert,
Grenda Gregory.

Introducing Board Member Sandra Mahan:
A love of
reading and a
desire to do
something
worthwhile
brought Sandra
Mahan to
Friends of the
Winter Haven
Public Library
many years ago.
Born in Pittsburgh, Sandy took a
circuitous route to get to Winter
Haven. After graduating from nursing
school, Sandy married Paul Mahan,
who was in medical school. Too
young to marry in Pittsburgh, Sandy
and Paul took a weekend trip to
Virginia to elope, surprising their
parents. Sandy continued to work as

an RN in the “preemie” nursery while
her husband completed medical
school.
The young couple went to Orlando
for Paul’s orthopedic residency. The
Vietnam War intervened, and Paul
was drafted. They went to Alabama
in 1966-68 for his service.
Then they returned to Pittsburgh
for Paul to finish his orthopedic
residency. By now they had four
children, and a fifth child was born in
Pittsburgh.
TIRED OF SNOW
By 1969, tired of snow, the Mahan
family came to Winter Haven, where
Paul was an orthopedic surgeon at
Winter Haven Hospital until
retirement in 1993.
Winter Haven was a very small
town when they arrived. Sandy

remembers that in their house on
Lake Roy, they had no key and only
locked it at night once everyone went
to bed.
She remembers a happy life —
they had an airplane and traveled
extensively. Upon retirement, they
summered in Colorado and wintered
in Winter Haven.
After she lost her husband in 2008,
Sandy wanted to become more
involved in Winter Haven life, and as
an avid reader, she turned to Friends
of the Library. She has been involved
in all facets of the Bookstore, from
clerk/cashier to book pricer. Sandy
has been on the FOL board for
several years.
Other hobbies include playing
Bridge, stamping and beading.

Cate gift to FOL
to help library
capital projects
At right, FOL president accepts Endowment
Fund gift of $13,597 from Kay Stefansky,
from the GiveWell Community Foundation.

The Friends of the Winter Haven Public Library would like to thank the Paul and Jean Cate Endowment
Fund for a gift of $13,597 within the GiveWell Community Foundation.
The funds are to be used for capital improvements.
After Paul retired as chief financial officer of the American Bank Note Company the Cates came to
Winter Haven in 1977 and made the town their home.
During 28 years of community service, Paul was a city commissioner and mayor. His wife, Jean, was
active with Lake Region Country Club, Keep Winter Haven Clean and Beautiful and First Presbyterian Church.
Paul attended St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and, according to a story in The Ledger in 2005, was a
Republican. She was a Democrat. The Cates were married 68 years and they died a few months apart in 2005.
Both were 92 years old.
The nine organizations getting money from The Cates Endowment are St. Joseph's Roman Catholic
Church Education Foundation; First Presbyterian Church; United Way of Central Florida Endowment Fund; Boy
Scouts of America, Gulf Ridge Council Endowment Fund; Winter Haven Hospital Development Foundation;
Winter Haven Library; Winter Haven Area Chamber of Commerce Foundation and the Community Foundation
of Greater Winter Haven.
Anyone interested in GiveWell Community Foundation can get information by calling 863-683-3131

